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My Last Talk This Decade!

ƴIn 21 days, we will end the 1st decade 

of the 21st century.

ƴ10 years ago, we worried about:

ïY2K risk

ïReturn of Asian óFlu

ïOil and gas gluts keeping energy prices 

very low

ƴOver next decade, energy risks 

materialized from thin air and became 

second greatest threat, after global 

warming, to global sustainability.

Source:  The Economist, 

March 16, 1999



A Decade Ago, Peak Oil 

Was Not A Wide-Spread Term

ƴDr. Colin Campbell and 
Jean H. Laherrère had recently 
published ñEnd of Cheap Oilòin 
Scientific America, but its 
emphasis was oil prices heading 
higher.

ƴIn summer of 2000, I helped 
draft presidential candidate 
George W. Bushôs 
comprehensive energy plan:

ïMy task:  To identify all areas of 
concern that required attention

ïI did not understand the term 
ñPeak Oilò



Over Last Decade, My Speaking Events 

And Energy Grew Exponentially

ƴA decade ago, I would give 

3 - 5 energy talks per year.

ƴIn 2007, I gave 36 talks

ƴIn 2008, I gave 46 talks.

ƴIn 2009, I will have given 

37 talks.

ƴAudiences expanded from energy trade groups, political 

forums, company retreats to universities and communities 

around the globe.

ƴAnd, as I spoke, my energy worries grew ever stronger.



Snapshot Of Past Talks


